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Our vision statement is: Rooted in Mark 4:30-

32  
 

Our Christian school exists to provide a 
welcoming environment in which everybody is 

cherished and challenged to fulfil their 
potential the three values we embrace:  

 
Belonging, Believing, Becoming  

 

Outdoor Play Policy  
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St Wilfrid’s CE Primary School – Outdoor Play Policy 

 

Principles of Outdoor Play 

Outdoor play is an important aspect of every child’s growth and development. The EYFS outdoor 

environment offers children the opportunity to access and discover the whole EYFS curriculum through 

exciting, stimulating and challenging experiences. Outdoor play is a platform for children to develop not only 

physical skills, but also communication, linguistic, problem-solving, personal and social and emotional skills. 

We believe that our outdoor area is as important as the indoor provision we offer and that the two should 

complement each other.  

 

Specific Role of Adults  

The role of the adult in our setting is not just viewed as supervisory. Whilst the safety of our children is 

paramount, the adult role varies to allow all learning opportunities to be accessed and extended. 

Our staff act as role models, supporting children in developing new skills and where appropriate, teaching 

new skills directly. Staff take an active role in driving learning through play and are well trained in when to 

intervene to make the best of each learning opportunity. They are sensitive to the needs and differences of 

each child and are skilled in observing play to inform next steps and future planning also. For play to be 

challenging and meaningful, staff must interact and collaborate with the children in order to support, 

stimulate and model creative thinking to the children.  

Here at St Wilfrid’s CE, we want outdoor play to be exciting, engaging and thought-provoking for all. Health 

and Safety We acknowledge the importance of good planning and organisation when setting up outdoor 

activities and apparatus. Equipment is set up by staff before the start of the school day, with all doors 

securely locked. 

End of day procedures should be conducted in the same manner. In Reception, children are taught to 

transport and store some resources safely under the supervision of adults to develop and awareness of their 

own safety and that of others around them.  

Each staff member should be aware of their ‘zone’ while outside and all children should be within ‘shouting’ 

distance and always within sight of an adult. No children should be left unsupervised at any time while 

outdoors.  

A daily risk assessment is carried out prior to the children entering the outdoor area and play equipment 

should be checked regularly to ensure that they are fit for purpose. When tidying up, a tambourine is shaken 

and children are trained to stop what they are doing, raise their hands and show ten fingers to acknowledge 

the signal. Any children using climbing equipment are trained to dismount the equipment safely before 

doing this. Children must let a member of staff know if they wish to go indoors eg to use toilet facilities and 

ratios of children outdoors are closely monitored. Staff complete final safety checks of the outdoors before 

lining the children up to return indoors. Children are counted and areas checked to ensure that all children 

have gone back indoors before the adult re-enters the setting. 

Staff should be trained in noticing and preventing dangerous occurrences outdoors. Where a member of 

staff is unable to prevent an incident, they are equipped to respond to them quickly. Children who have had 

accidents outside must report to an adult inside for treatment, with a green slip completed to report to 

Parents and Carers. In exceptional circumstances e.g. a fracture/fainting, children will be cared for outside 

with medical procedures followed by all staff.  
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Hot drinks are not permitted outdoors at any time. 

 

Member of staff responsible:  Sadie Gordon 

Date policy written: Summer 2021 

Date to be reviewed: Summer 2023 

 


