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Message to parents/carers:
Thank you for completing the parent questionnaire, we hope this guide provides you with information to answer any
questions you have and reassures you whilst you continue to support the children at home with their home learning.
First of all, we know this is a challenging time for many of you. We all really miss the children and our fingers are crossed
that we get to see them all together again soon.
We are sending resources, setting tasks an home learning for children to be getting on with each week. We are also aware
that some parents have already prepared their own resources to support their child's learning at home. This is absolutely
fine as each family will of course have to make their own decisions regarding any learning that takes place at home.
Also please be assured that there are no expectations from us regarding timings or the quantity of work to be completed
as we understand siblings may need to share computers as well as other obstacles that may arise! You do what you can
an when you can.
These aren't normal times and we know that you will do your best to carry on providing meaningful activities to your
children at this time. Please don't stress about it, do what you can and do what is right for your children.
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Communication:
St Wilfrid’s are communicating using different platforms for different things, here is a breakdown of the
platforms we are using and what you will find/get from each one…
Platform

What you will find…
•

Class Dojo

•

•
Remember to show the LOVE

•

•

Purple Mash

Parent Mail

What the children can do…

Your child’s class teacher will post the Home
Learning Grid at the beginning of a new week.
Your child’s class teacher will message parents
through this platform.
Teachers will share pictures and videos or whole
school activities/competitions.
Mrs Miller will share the Newsletter on a Friday.

•

Children can upload pictures to their Portfolio –
contact your child’s class teacher on DOJO for the
code. Teachers can then comment on the
children’s work and both children and parents can
see this!

Each week, a selection of Home Learning
activities will be put into a folder for your child to
access. These can be printed or completed on
paper.

•

Complete the Home Learning activities at their
own pace.
Complete their 2Dos at their own pace.
Email their class teacher, search 2Email in Purple
Mash.
Important Note
ALL activities do not need to be completed.

•

Your child will be set 2Dos, to complete when they
can on Purple Mash.

•
•

The Newsletter will be sent on a Friday.
Other general resources, letters and information
will be sent for you to read.

•
•

N/A
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Structuring the day:
Do not worry about trying to maintain a full routine for your child like they had at school. Children may feel more
comfortable and learn better with a predictable routine to the day, even if this is difficult. On the next slide is a brief
timetable which we usually follow in school, of course we do not expect you to follow this timetable, children in EYFS
benefit from little and often and finding learning opportunities through play. You know your child best and what works for
them.
It’s best to have a visual timetable maybe the children can tick the activities but generally, try to make sure that they:
• get up and go to bed at the same time each day
• have regular meal times

• have regular breaks
• make time to be active - children are used to regular play at lunch and break times
Consistent routines are important for behaviour and wellbeing in school and our routines at home have changed
significantly. Routines support behaviour and you will be finding a new rhythm with your family. You could share a
checklist with your child (see slide 5). Talk to them to help them plan their new routines…

Timetable – This can be adapted, it is a rough guide…
9am – English – at home you could listen to a story, choose one of the activities off the mind map and sit together
concentrated for no longer than 20 minutes
9.30am – Activity time – at home this is when your child should play, let them choose what they want to do and
see if you can see any learning opportunities such as; how many dolls do you have, how many would you have if you
had two more?
Letters and sounds online lessons begin:
10.00am – Reception Summer Term
10.30am – Year 1 Summer Term
11.00am- Blending and Segmenting – these lessons are a fantastic resources many parents have already told us
how wonderful their child is finding them. Please tune in and join in, this will really help your child’s phonological
development. You do not need to attend all three, find the one which suits your child, I advise you start with
10.00am and see how your child finds this.
12.00pm – Lunch time, have a break, let your child help you prepare lunch, there are many learning opportunities
hiding in the kitchen!
1.00pm – Maths – choose one of the activities off Purple Mash, White Rose Hub or the mind map we send home,
these should be quick, pacey and fun
1.30pm – Activity time – at home this is when your child should play, let them choose what they want to do and see
if you can see any learning opportunities, the children are used to being outside, they have lots of energy to burn.
Physical exercise is key for children in EYFS, large movements aid muscle development for smaller movements
such as writing! Let them get busy!
2.30pm – Story time – Read with your child, let them read to you. There are many online books for this.
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Checklist…
You could use this
checklist or you and
your child/children
might want to create
your own.
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Home learning…
The best way to help your children learn is to:
•
•
•
•
•

allow them to be creative: start research projects, choose their own writing topics
give them support and direction, but encourage them to do work independently too
include active and practical things, rather than trying to make them sit and work for long periods
try to break down the work into shorter periods, based on how long they can concentrate take frequent
breaks
praise or reward them when they do well

To check if they are learning/what they have been learning try to:
•
•
•

ask them questions as they go
talk about things they learned
ask them to show you their proudest piece of work – share this on their Class DOJO portfolio – their
teacher can see this and comment
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Using digital devices:
We have set the children work that can be done on a digital device such as a laptop, desktop, tablet or
smartphone. These platforms include Purple Mash,White Rose Maths, BBC Bitesize

Reducing screen time:
Digital devices are not the only way to learn, we have shared printable resources that you can use or allow
the children to get creative with their learning. You might not want to use the stimulus set by us – children
might want to complete their own writing or mathematical learning!
Manage screen time with a timer and break up screen time by getting your child to:
• use homework books and other printed materials that we provided or that you have at home
• write by hand – try asking the children to complete work by hand, write a diary, a summary of things they
have learned or done each day or ‘to do’ lists
• be active and get away from the screen regularly
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E-safety:
To ensure your child remains safe online during the school closure ‘Think U Know’
have produced home activity packs to support parents.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
Each fortnight, new activities will be available to complete with your child to support
their online safety.
There's also information if you are concerned about an e-safety incident and a link to
report concerns to CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection).

National Online Safety also produce guides with information about apps, games and
sites your children may access: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
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Non-screen activities you
can do at home…
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Our Main Online Platform…
Purple Mash is our main online platform where children can complete their 2Dos
(online) or download their Home Learning tasks set by their teacher.
2Dos can be found by clicking on this button. Your child’s class teacher may put a selection of
activities on here. Do not be overwhelmed if there’s a large number. Children can complete
which ones they prefer at their own pace…
When your child has completed a 2Do, they need to click this button
then this button
and then
this should save into the 2DO folder. If this isn’t a 2DO, children can save into ‘My Work’.
If your child has clicked SAVE but when they exit, the message comes up to save again, just ignore.

Home Learning Tasks can be found by clicking on the ‘Work’ button, then click the small arrow
next to ‘Class’ then click the arrow next to ‘Year__’ and then the Home Learning with the correct
date. Again, there is a selection of tasks for your child to complete at their own pace…
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Class DOJO Student Portfolio…
Class DOJO allow parents to create a Student Portfolio so that children can upload
photos of their work or videos. This can be seen and approved by teachers who can
comment and feedback to children and parents. Parents and students use the same
free ClassDojo app to be part of the portfolio excitement.
Steps:
1. Your child’s class teacher will send a link (via message) to
set up the portfolio.
2. Go into your child’s portfolio.
3. Upload photographs, videos or type an entry into the
portfolio!
4. You can comment on your child’s post and teachers can
too!
5. Your child’s teacher might create a ‘To Do’ on here, like a
photo challenge…
Photograph Ideas: Work the children complete
on paper from the Home Learning
folder, drawings, children playing and keeping active, baking, gardening,
something they are proud of or something you’d like the teachers to see!
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Other Online
Platforms…
Besides Purple Mash, there are a lot
of online platforms being shared
with parents, it can be quite
overwhelming and hard to keep on
top of them all. Choose the ones you
and your child prefers and stick with
those.
Here is a breakdown of the online
platform and what they provide:
If you need assistance accessing these
platforms such as logins, please contact your

Platform

Link

Subjects
Accessible

Spelling Shed

https://www.spellingshed.com
/en-gb

Spellings

Oak National
Academy

https://www.thenational.acade
my/online-classroom

White Rose Maths

https://whiterosemaths.com/h
omelearning/

Maths

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
/primary

All subjects!

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
#

Phonics

BBC Bitesize

Phonics Play

Letters and Sounds

https://www.youtube.com/chan
nel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-

Reading, Writing,
Spelling, Maths,
History, Geography,
PE and Art

Phonics
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Twinkl resources…
In the ‘Home Learning’ folder, your child’s class teacher may upload Twinkl resources – these are
usually differentiated in 3 levels.

Most children will be able to access the two stars, some may be able to access the one star and
some may even be able to access the three stars! This is dependent on the activity so you might
want to let your child try a couple first to see how they get on.

Parents can access Twinkl for FREE throughout
this difficult time, there are a wealth of resources
you can print or your child can work from. To
access, go to www.twinkl.co.uk
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Additional resources…
EYFS
Reading:
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page

Physical Development:
Andy’s Wild Workouts https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tmmvz
Cosmic Yoga for Kids https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
Joe Wicks – The Body Coach – PE https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
BBC Supermovers https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
Go Noodle https://app.gonoodle.com/
Dough disco https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocFu_ZFgQi4&t=142s
Draw with Rob https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhyCxVPb1qU
Ideas for children 0-5:
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
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Your Questions/Concerns/Suggestions: Our Responses
Can the teachers do
online Zoom lessons?

As a Trust, the decision has been made for the teachers not to carry out online
teaching. These are professionally carried out by Oak Academy, DfE Letters and
Sounds and BBC Bitesize which all our staff are promoting. There are fundamental
safeguarding issues with carrying out Zoom calls; we are following our own and
Manchester’s safeguarding policies.

Video Messages from
the teachers…

From Monday 4th May, a selection of teachers will be sharing a video
message on Class Dojo with their classes. We will review how this works,
to roll out for the rest of the classes.

Daily Task
Expectations

The timetable attached to this guide should help with what your children might get
through on a day-to-day basis. We expect the children to be reading every day and to
be completing some of the activities we set in the Home Learning Grid or through
Purple Mash. Some days will be better than others, you can only do what you can
do. It’s okay to have a rest.
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Your Questions/Concerns/Suggestions: Our Responses
My child can see other children
accessing their gaming until late
hours…

Do we have to
complete everything
set?

Do I need to print the
resources?

We encourage all parents and children to stick to the
same routine as school with early nights and to have a
cut off time for gaming, phones and other electronic
devices.
Teachers will set a variety of tasks, these do not all need to be completed.
There are various platforms your children can access besides Purple Mash
and the Home Learning folder, this is fine. We encourage Reading, every
day, Writing twice per week and Maths every day.

If you have access to a printer, you can print the resources if you wish however
children can copy their answers onto paper or complete their work into their own
notebooks. Reading Comprehensions can be read online and answers written on
paper – these do not have to be printed.
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Final message to parents/carers:

Remember…
You are doing enough. You are loving your children and supporting them through a difficult time. Look after
yourself. Minimising stress is absolutely vital in a time like this for mental health. Don't let this be something
that causes you stress; you are the primary educator and this is all your call. Well done to everyone who is
trying their hardest! Keep going, we can do this! Anything that is sent home or posted are suggestions of
things you can work on at home, please do not let these things overwhelm you. Your families need you at
this time so please look after yourselves and remember to message your child’s class teacher if you need
any support with anything…

