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A challenging year
Y
Executive
Headteacher
Matt Whitehead
explains how the
shared values
across the Trust
have meant each
school has risen
to the challenge
that the year has
brought with
confidence

ou would expect me to say that this has been an incredibly diﬃcult
period for everyone connected with education. Yet the way in which all
the schools in the Trust have risen to the challenge with positivity, love
and creativity has been genuinely remarkable to behold. The smiles we see
around all of our schools at the moment is an absolute joy – in fact I feel
very privileged to work in education and be surrounded by the happy noise of
children playing and learning. If only everyone could be as happy and carefree
in their daily lives as our children are right now.
I’d like to pay tribute to our parents and carers, who not only did a wonderful
job with home learning but have been incredibly supportive of our schools –
which have always remained open – during the pandemic. Currently, we are
averaging 95% attendance across the four schools in the Trust, which is only
1% less than the national average in ‘normal’ times, and signiﬁcantly above
the current national picture. That’s a stunning level of trust and conﬁdence
in the processes we’ve put in place to keep staﬀ and children safe.
Of course, we’ve had to develop a wealth of new ways of working, but our
creative, highly capable body of staﬀ was able to bounce ideas around the
schools of the Trust and share good practice. So Harvest celebrations were very
diﬀerent this year, but the ingenuity and joy on children’s faces as they prepared
films to share was really lovely. School trips and topic work are still happening,
just adapted to meet these new circumstances. It’s all about what experiences
we can give our children and how we make schools interesting, vibrant places
to learn eﬀectively. In that sense, our ethos hasn’t changed at all since
Coronavirus, and there’s certainly a comfort in that normality and continuity.

St James &
Emmanuel
Academy
Trust

That ethos of Belonging, Believing, Becoming has become an even greater
inspiration in 2020. We’ve always taken the wellbeing of children and staﬀ
incredibly seriously, and the activities that support a broad personal, social
and health education have taken on even greater relevance, building on the
loving and nurturing relationship staﬀ always have with children. Belonging to
class bubbles has actually strengthened those bonds further and the pastoral
support that being together gives the children in terms of their mental health
and wellbeing is incalculable.
Ultimately, the children have been delighted to be back – primarily to see
their friends, and we totally understand that! In times of adversity, people pull
together and it certainly feels to me that the schools in the St James &
Emmanuel Academy Trust have been the focal point for their communities.
We are so proud – not just of our response, but yours too.
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A safe haven in
troubled times
As St Elisabeth’s CE settles in to the St James & Emmanuel
Academy Trust, Head of School Bev Burrows reﬂects on a
year in which the school’s caring ethos was at its strongest –
both for the children and the wider community.
his time last year,
St Elisabeth’s joined the
St James & Emmanuel
Academy Trust and became
part of a Christian family
of schools, with a shared
vision and ethos. In these
unprecedented times, I am
most proud of how we have
dealt with the responsibility
of keeping an entire
community together during
a pandemic. Our school has

T

been a safe haven in troubled
times – and the support we
have had from everyone has
been wonderful.
The St Elisabeth’s team
ensured that all children had
access to Home Learning and
those who did not have access
to pencils and paper were
provided with them by us.
Those children eligible for
Free School Meals could

obtain them
from the foyer
of school.
Whenever the
families could
not collect these lunches,
staff members delivered them
to the children’s homes.
When September came, it was
an exciting time in welcoming
all our families back into our
school community. The
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children settled in extremely
well, adapting to the new
routines quickly and easily.
Every week, each class in
Circle Time, has focused
on wellbeing, sharing
experiences, thoughts and
feelings. To support our
children and parents in this
area, we have appointed a
Child and Family Support
Worker who is working
extremely hard to develop
healthy young minds.

Fridays. Even in this difficult
time, the children have
experienced a CSI Day in
School and were visited by
a Stone-Age Man!

We continue to offer a broad
and balanced curriculum with
extra-curricular enrichment
experiences in the form of
Forest Schools every Monday,
steel pans every Tuesday,
swimming on Mondays and

The School Community has
really come together for
Harvest – the donations, in
these hard times were
incredible, with all people in
our community being
supported through Re:dish

It was exciting to
welcome all our
families back
into our school
community

(Local Food Bank). Harvest
was celebrated in each class
this year with different aspects
covered across school, such
as ‘where food comes from’,
‘food poverty’ and the ‘carbon
footprint of food.’ These class
presentations were made
available online for parents
to view.
In Nursery and Reception,
we are developing an
International Early Years
Curriculum, which is a childcentred approach broadening
the children’s cultural
outlook. We have purchased
some new musical
instruments which will form
part of revamped music
lessons as well as equipment

for specific art and
design/technology days.
Please do look at our new
website to explore the
curriculum in greater depth.
All of these initiatives are
about offering children
opportunities and
experiences; it was a
particular source of pride that
we were able to take the Year
6 children on a residential trip
to Wales earlier this year; the
first the school has

It might sound
strange to say in
2020, but we do
feel like we have
a lot to celebrate.
undertaken for some time.
They had an incredible few
days rock climbing, archery,
canoeing and much more –
the team spirit was amazing
to see.

Naturally, when the children
came back in September we
had some concerns about
their progress. However, due
to the determination, care
and love from all the staff
for the children, progress has
been made in such a short
space of time. The work in
the books is superb, the
learning and feel of the
school is so purposeful; it
might sound strange to say
in 2020, but we do feel like
we have a lot to celebrate.
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At the heart of the
community
Head of School Simon Ball celebrates the incredible way in
which Didsbury CE Primary School has come together
during an unforgettable year.
here was a moment
with our Year 6 class
this year which spoke
volumes about how our
loving community of staff,
parents and children pulled
together during the pandemic.
It was June and we were
thrilled to get some classes
back as quickly and safely as
possible, given we naturally
believe school is the best
place for children. We were all
keenly aware that it would be
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great to give all
years the
experience of
school in the
summer term –
but given the space
constraints we naturally have
as a smaller school that was
going to be a challenge!
So after a chat with the head
of Parrs Wood High School,
we were presented with the
opportunity to move Year 6

there for the last four weeks
of the summer term. This was
a big step. It’s really important
that the final year at primary
school ends with a positive,
memorable transition, and we
were asking the children for
that to be away from our
school’s caring environment
in which they have grown up.
But as soon as they realised
that it would allow another
90 children in other year
groups to get into school, they
felt it was a sacrifice worth
making. It was the first part of
our ethos of Belonging,
Believing, Becoming in
action – where children feel a
sense of Belonging to the
school, to the community of
Didsbury and to God.
In the event, they loved using
Parrs Wood’s facilities, with
cooking, woodwork and
design/technology days. It
gave the children a flavour of
what high school was like
too – but we also made sure
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wanted to make sure we still
offered this great trip for the
children.

they didn’t miss out on those
last days of primary school
either. So we had a wonderful
‘playground prom’ outside –
at the third attempt as it was
rained off twice! On the very
last day they were back at our
school having a leavers’
service – also outside – with
prize giving and awards.

So we’ve recently taken
children to Stockport Air Raid
Shelters. In previous years, we
would have gone on public
transport, but this year we
booked a fully sanitised
coach. We follow all the
health and safety protocols,
of course, but we really

We’ve also managed to offer
hot dinners in the school
hall – a massive logistical
exercise but so important to
the children’s physical and
emotional wellbeing. We’ve
taken breakfast club and
after-school club in house
and employed more staff so
we could ensure parents
could get out to work. We’ve
taken part in virtual running
competitions and harvest
festival was a pre-recorded
video for everyone to share.
We’ve had so many
expressions of thanks and
support from parents
throughout this time, and one
parent-led initiative during
lockdown really encouraged

The experiences Year 6
have had were mirrored
throughout the school.
I cannot praise the staff
too highly for their can-do
attitude; when the pressure
was on, they stepped up
further from their normal
greatness with a creative,
adaptable and flexible
approach to how we teach.
We never said, “no, we
cannot do this because of
Coronavirus”; rather, “how
can we do it differently?”.
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Our school
community has
thrived rather
than diminished
in 2020.
us that the values of our
school are naturally
embedded in the lives of
everyone who encounters
Didsbury CE.
One of the parents of a Year 2
child began a letter-writing
project while that class were
unable to be together at
school. Children wrote to each
other on a weekly basis,
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sharing stories, jokes and
pictures so that they could all
remain connected. Recently,
these letters were all gathered
together in a series of books
put together by the parents
and children, and it’s a
genuinely emotional and
remarkable snapshot of an
extraordinary time.
I want to share with you the
introduction in the first book,
written by the parents and
children themselves. “Year 2’s
letters evidenced the school
ethos of Belonging to each
other in mutual support,
Believing in their gifts and
abilities and Becoming a force

for good in challenging
circumstances.”
They should be very proud of
themselves, and to me, that
project says so much about
how this school community –
and the wider community of
Didsbury – has thrived rather
than diminished in 2020.
Everyone has played their part
in caring for every one of our
children, and there’s been
something incredibly special
about seeing them reconnect
with their friends and run into
school happy – and ready to
experience our outstanding,
broad and balanced,
curriculum once again.

Living a loving vision
and culture
Head of School Hannah Large explains how the Trust’s ethos of
Belonging, Believing, Becoming has been a guiding light towards a
joyful school in an extraordinary year.
rom the moment West
Didsbury CE first
opened in 2015, we
have built a loving
community that has made
the time to listen to each
other, to trust each other, as
we’ve grown. These valuable
relationships include
everyone, from teaching
assistants to lunchtime
organisers, cleaners, teachers
and parents. And, of course,
the children themselves. So
when we were faced with one
of the most extraordinary
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The children
literally ran in the
door, delighted to
see their friends
and their teachers.
school years imaginable,
it wasn’t a moment of crisis.
Instead, everyone stepped
up, we worked out what was
the best fit for a school we’ve
all loved being a part of, and
immediately got on with

maintaining one of the most
important parts of life at
West Didsbury CE Primary
School: being together. It’s
been incredible to witness.
When I look
back at the
early days of
lockdown, when
the children of
key workers were able to
come to school, it now feels
like a very special time. The
children were, then, allowed
to mix years groups and we’d
have Year 4s and Year 1s
spending time together
outside. Our Forest School
sessions were extended and
there was a freedom to the
learning; it was an adventure
for both the children and us.
We learned so much more
about them by the simple
act of having time to talk.
Of course, we also were able
to organise home learning for
those not able to access the
9

provision at school, and what
we saw from every child was
a resilience; they have been
so brave. I’d like to think
that’s because we’ve seen
them grow all the way
through from Reception
to Year 5, and always
encouraged them to talk
about their feelings and
how to work through
difficulty; wellbeing is so
important at times like this.
So when we were able to
welcome more children
back – first in the last weeks
of the summer term and then
fully in September –
overwhelmingly they were
absolutely fine. They literally
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ran in the door, delighted to
see their friends and their
teachers. It was absolutely
fantastic to share that joy.
In a way, just as we will
mature into a full school
from Reception to Year 6 this
time next year – which is
amazing and overwhelming
in itself – so the children
have matured. Having a
broad and balanced
curriculum isn’t just a buzz
phrase, it’s a passion for us.
I really do believe that we
are able to explore what each
child can do – and enjoys
doing – and ensure those
individual skills become
transferable to every other

area of their curriculum. That
means the language that
comes out of the art they’ve
made might enhance their
literary skills. If we empower
a child with a book they like,
that can elicit another great
creative response elsewhere.
It’s about finding a niche for
each child, but making sure
that niche then maximises
their talents elsewhere.
As part of that commitment
to a broad and balanced
curriculum we’ve invested
in Talk for Writing this year,
a fascinating and valuable
approach to reading and
writing independently within
different subjects. Children

immerse themselves in a text
orally before adapting and
rewriting it themselves – and
we’ve seen such powerful
results already, with a far
greater depth of work.
Combined with implementing
Three Before Me across the
school – an initiative which
asks children to think about
where they can find solutions
to problems before asking
their teacher – we’re seeing
some brilliant independent
learning.

and guitar – because of
Coronavirus all our doors are
open so you hear this music
wafting through the school,
which is really lovely.

I believe if you push that
breadth and delight in
learning, you see the
difference in the children. It’s
particularly obvious in the
amazing art being produced
across the school, from greek
to cave painting. We’ve got
music teachers coming in
now offering violin, piano

So yes, Coronavirus has of
course been a challenge. But
our vision and ethos of
Belonging, Believing,
Becoming has been both a
guiding light and a source of
inspiration in 2020. If you
unpick what education
should be, it’s not just about
academic results – although

of course they are important.
It’s about giving children a
structure by which they can
learn in a harmonious, loving
community and become
confident, rounded young
people doing their best for
themselves and others.
We found that because we
live this loving vision and
culture, we’ve been able to
give children a sense of
normality and perhaps most
importantly, happiness, in
strange times for us all.

Some pupils shared their thoughts about lockdown for the St James and Emmanuel website.
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Rights respecting
pupils
In a challenging year, it’s the children of St Wilfrid’s CE Primary
School who are our inspiration, young people who understand
others, know their responsibilities and are true global citizens.
Head of school Helena Miller explains more.
hen you come into
St Wilfrid’s CE
Primary the ﬁrst
thing you now see is a huge
banner celebrating that we
are now a “Gold Rights
Respecting” school. It’s an
award granted by UNICEF
to schools that have fully
embedded children’s rights,
and listening to one of our
children recently conﬁrmed
to me why this hugely
valuable initiative will
make a genuine diﬀerence
to the lives of everyone at
this school.

W

We were watching
Newsround – as we do daily,
children have a “right to
information” – and there
was a story about Dyslexia
Awareness Week. One of our
children put his hand up and
said he had dyslexia. He told
everybody in the class that
he still had the right to an
education, he just had to do
12

some things in a diﬀerent
way. The way he could
express how he understood
himself – and how he wanted
to be understood by others –
was eloquent and genuinely
beautiful.
The journey we’ve been on
with the Rights Respecting
initiative mirrors the journey
of our school and our
children. It’s embedded –
quite naturally these days –
in our curriculum and the
mindset of all of our children;
if we’re talking about Black
History Month, it feeds into
discussions about equality
and injustice, if we learn
about refugees we talk about
the right to be free from war.
You will all have experienced
the moment you ask a child
about an issue in the world
and they respond that they
feel “a bit sad” about it. But
because of Rights Respecting,

we get a far more passionate,
articulate response from our
children – which also looks
forward to how they might
approach changing the world
for the better. Combined with
our Belonging, Believing,
Becoming ethos, we’re
developing children who can

if they were
at home –
and most
relished that
opportunity. The
response has been amazing
from everybody; we had so
many positive comments, not
just because we were open
throughout, but thanking us
for the way we’ve helped
everybody in our community
navigate through this period –
be that emotionally,
educationally, or practically.
reﬂect on the bigger picture,
who understand others, know
their responsibilities and are
able to be global citizens.
Some of that awareness has
really helped during the

pandemic; our children were
able to identify their right to
feel safe and what that might
mean in terms of the way
they interact with each other
in school. They also knew
they had a right to education

It does feel that our
response to Coronavirus
has been a team eﬀort
from everyone and it’s been
great to see that the close
collaboration between staﬀ,
children and parents has
strengthened already
valuable relationships.
All of which is so important
to the health and wellbeing
of everyone, given we all
have restricted access to
groups outside of school.
Of course, we’ve had to
make gentle adjustments
to the way the school day
operates – worship time is
still important, so we’re
doing it remotely – but the
children have relished being
back in a school routine
again. Our recent Harvest
Festival was carried out
remotely and it was a great
success with Reverend
Andrew Bradley.
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One of the big, and positive,
changes to that routine has
been an additional break
time in the afternoon to
increase physical and social
activity. Re-learning social
skills and teamwork was
something we quickly
recognised needed additional
thought when we returned
in September, and we’ve
produced a guide with some
input from Manchester City
to get ﬁtness levels back to
where they should be, while
emphasising the importance
of sportsmanship and
collaboration. We reﬂect
on the children’s personal
challenges in these sessions,
and the staﬀ are joining
in too!
Of course, this feeds into how
our children feel about
14

We’re developing
children who
can reflect on
the bigger picture
and are able to
be global citizens.
themselves both physically
and mentally in these strange
times, and we’re really proud
that we began a Wellbeing
newsletter in September,
which suggests ﬁve things to
improve mental health and
wellbeing at home, building
on the work we already do
at St Wilfrid’s.
The ﬁve steps comprise
connecting with each other,
being active, taking notice,

learning and giving. They
cover everything from yoga
to mindfulness, colouring to
music, with all the diﬀerent
activities easily accessible to
everyone and designed to
help families feel more
positive and able to get the
most out of life. After all, as
our Rights Respecting-aware
children would tell us, they
have a right to be healthy,
and a right to rest and play!
So though 2020 has brought
challenges, we’ve been so
reassured that the amazing
work and ethos of this
school has been unchanged;
if anything, it’s strengthened
our resolve that we get
these happy, resilient,
active, eloquent and
responsible children to
where they need to be.

Know their names
John Conibear, Everycolour project leader, introduces a special
blogging project focusing on Black Lives Matter.
oining 40 other projects
in 22 countries covering
four continents, this year
Everycolour received a Black
Lives Matter football grant
from the Fare network.
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All the projects have been
contributing towards tackling
the long and historical issue
of racial injustice in football
and society.
Fare opened up the scheme
following the global outcry
over the killing of George
Floyd (and many others),
recognising that we all have
a responsibility to act and
build a future in which
everyone is equal.
Since 2010, Everycolour has
been working with primary
schools in Manchester, using

Everycolour uses
the popularity
of football to
celebrate diversity
and tackle
discrimination.

team – men and women – at
whichever tournament they
were playing in. Pupils have
created blogs, enjoyed quizzes
at the National Football
Museum, competed in sevena-side-tournaments and
commentating competitions,
interviewed England players
and even sung at The Etihad.

the popularity of football to
celebrate diversity and tackle
discrimination.
The project has developed
strong relationships with
several schools, along
with excellent partnerships
with Kick It Out (football’s
oﬃcial campaign against
discrimination) and the
National Football Museum.
Until this summer, Everycolour
had followed the England

Based in Europe, Fare also works
in the United States, South Africa
and Brazil.
The strength of the Fare network lies in the diversity of its
members, from fan groups to NGOs, all contributing to make
discrimination in football and society a thing of the past.
Find out more at farenet.org

This year has been diﬀerent,
but the Fare network funding
has still allowed Everycolour
to celebrate its tenth
anniversary in style!
Working with Year 6 at
St Wilfrid’s CE and the
National Football Museum,
Everycolour has produced a
new blog featuring 11 players:
knowtheirnames.co.uk
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on a dedicated website. This,
along with the material from
the National Football
Museum, has informed their
presentations. BBC North West
TV reporter Abbie Jones also
prepared a short video on
the importance of source
material for the children to
watch before they started
their work.

Filming for the blog took place in a specially created studio in school.

The National Football
Museum has been very
committed to the project and
has even retrieved two items
from their collection store so
that they could be included.
The research for the project
began with a specially ﬁlmed
presentation by the museum
focusing on each of our

11 chosen footballers and
how they are represented in
the museum’s displays. This
replaced the museum visit,
which was cancelled due to
Covid-19 restrictions. This
presentation is now also
used by the museum with
other schools.
The pupils watched the
presentation twice and then
took part in a Q&A Zoom
meeting with Christian Allen,
the museum’s Communities &
Public Programme Manager.
This replaced the presentation
that would have been part of
the museum visit.
Further core research material
for each footballer was made
available to the pupil teams

In addition to the pupils’ work,
each footballer has been
nominated by someone in the
football world, ranging from
a member of the family to
a former team mate.

In the spirit of
Advent, one of our
First Eleven will
be unveiled on the
blog each day
from 13 December
to Christmas Eve.
A war hero, the fastest goalie
in the world and a girl who
had to pretend to be a boy in
order to play football are just
three of the trailblazing
footballers that form our
First Eleven.
Why is it called a First Eleven?
Although the project can be

Portrait of a player who received a bullet in the post when
he was selected to play for England.
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seen as complete, eleven
proﬁles can only begin to
scratch the surface of the
whole story. It is hoped that
other names, from both ‘on’
and ‘oﬀ’ the pitch, will
continue to be added to
the site.

Unwrapping an England shirt for the museum’s research film.

You can visit the blog at
knowtheirnames.co.uk
and if you like what you see –
and learn – please share.

To enjoy highlights celebrating
10 years of Everycolour visit
everycolour.co.uk

Zoom session with the National Football Museum.

Visit the blog
to discover who
wore these boots
and why.

©National Football Museum

In the spirit of Advent, one
of our First Eleven will be
unveiled each day from
13 December, ﬁnishing on
Christmas Eve.
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Pandemic, poets
and psalms
Andrew Bradley, Rector at St Wilfrid’s Church, looks back
on a year when the local community looked out for one
another in all kinds of ways.
ow on earth do we
begin to make sense
of 2020? In such
strange times, maybe it is only
our poets who can get close to
expressing what we’re all
going through. Maybe this is
why, by luck or by judgement
(and a little nudge of the Holy
Spirit?) we at St Wilfrid’s
Church have been spending
most of the year studying the
psalms. If you’re not familiar
with the psalms, they can be
found in the middle of the
Bible, and are the hymnbook
of ancient Israel, many of them
attributed to King David who
was an ancestor of Jesus and
lived some 3000 years ago.

H

The psalms have been great
company on what has become
known as the emotional
‘Coronacoaster’. All human
emotion can be found in the
psalms – joy, grief, anger,
depression, contentment, to
name but a few, and often in
the same psalm. We are
18

Our world is going
through seemingly
relentless
changes, right
before our eyes.
encouraged to bring all that
we are feeling from hour to
hour, minute to minute, before
the God who knows and loves
us so intimately. We can be
brutally honest with God and
with ourselves about what is
going on inside us. We can
shout and swear, collapse in
tears, or jump for joy – God,
it seems, can cope with it all,
and would far rather we were
real than putting on a pious or
relentlessly positive face.
Two themes in the psalms
seem especially important for
this year of pandemic: the
importance of lament, and the
importance of gratitude.
Lament is once again, about

being honest – honest about
the losses in our lives, and the
pain these losses cause.
Friends and loved ones have
died before their time, others
have been robbed of their
With lockdown
our lives shrank.
But this is the scale
where thankfulness shines
in the small things:
our children’s laughter,
a meal made with love,
a surprise bloom
discovered
in a garden tub.
Our days can brim
with small treasures
when we’re open to receive
thanks; a balm
to these uncertain times.
Local writer and ‘soul-searcher’
Ali Davenport
soulsurvivalguide.co

Before

After

In the midst of the
chaos, there are
the little surprises
that restore our
faith and hope.
energy and vitality, and we
have all been stripped of the
pleasures and liberties that we
usually take for granted. Many
businesses and livelihoods
have also been lost, and many
lockdown relationships have
ended in ruins. Young people
have lost signiﬁcant chunks
of their education, as well as
meaningful employment. For
months churches and other
places of worship lost access
to their buildings, their
sacraments and their
gatherings, and even now their
times together are severely
restricted. Our world is going

through seemingly relentless
changes, right before our eyes.
We may well cry out with the
psalmists: ‘How long, O Lord?’
or even ‘Wake up, Lord!’
And yet, in the midst of the
chaos, there are the ‘small
treasures’, the little surprises
that restore our faith and
hope, and inspire gratitude.
We ﬁnd ourselves wanting to
say ‘thank you’. It has been my
awesome privilege, as Chair of
Governors at St. Wilfrid’s CE
Primary, to spend much more
time – albeit on Zoom – with
all the Heads and Chairs of
our Academy Trust, and to
witness extraordinary
dedication and leadership
during this pandemic. I have
also been awed and humbled
by the willingness of all kinds
of people volunteering in our
churchyard to clear all the
lockdown growth. I would also

like to say a huge thank you to
all those volunteers who have
given so generously of their
time and energy to get our
church services and church
rooms going again. And then
there is the amazing way our
wider community of
Northenden has looked out
for one another in all kinds
of practical ways, such
as shopping, collecting
prescriptions and dog-walking.
To quote Psalm 23, we may
well be going through dark
valleys, but we can still say
in faith ‘I lack nothing’.

One of the churchyard’s
‘little surprises’.

Christmas this year is bound to
bring yet more causes for both
lament and gratitude, but as
many of the normal trappings
are stripped away, maybe like
never before we will realise
who is at the centre of it all –
Jesus, the Son of David, who
never abandons his people,
but always visits them in
their distress.
19

Everyone’s invited
Rector Nick Bundock unveils the beautiful and accessible
grounds that surround both St James and Emmanuel churches
in Didsbury.
reen spaces in our
cities increase the
value of property,
promote wellbeing, and
vastly improve the
attractiveness of our shared
urban environment. The huge
numbers who visit Didsbury’s
parks and gardens on a warm
summer’s day provide further
anecdotal evidence of the
importance of these areas to
us all. Apparently, 1.46 billion
visits were made to urban
green spaces in the year 20152016 in the UK and the trend
is upward, particularly among
the young and those without
a car.

G

These trends were uppermost
in our minds at St James and
Emmanuel when we decided
to rehabilitate a piece of
unused ground at the front of
Emmanuel church on Barlow
Moor road and put it back
into public use.
If you’ve ever walked along
Barlow Moor Road you’ll
undoubtedly have noticed
Emmanuel church, and you’ll
possibly have noticed Home
Community Café and the
library as you make your way
to the high street, but you
probably didn’t notice the
little patch of ground I’m

Home Café garden at the front of Emmanuel church
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A parish church
belongs to
everyone who
lives and works
in the community.
talking about – until now.
In size it’s no bigger than a
fairly average back garden,
but until 2020 it was nothing
more than an unused and
uncared for bit of grass and
rubble. But, as part of a
project to increase disabled
access to Emmanuel church,
we decided to ‘regreen’ this
area and put it back into
community use.
And so this is an invitation.
Please come and use our
little piece of green space.
We’ve planted the borders,
we’ve added a lit pathway
through the garden. We’ve
put two picnic tables on
the grass with wheelchair
accessible ends for those
with restricted mobility and
we’re hoping to install some
wooden bees for children to

The grounds of the parish centre behind Emmanuel church

climb on and play with in
time for summer 2021. The
garden is safe for children
because the access gate is
self-closing.
Whether or not you are
a customer of Home
Community Café you are
equally welcome to enjoy the
space. As the weather warms
and spring returns feel free to
come and bring a picnic and
some friends and enjoy our
new urban garden.

The rich, verdant approach to St James church

While you’re using the new
garden, why not take a walk
around the back of Emmanuel
church – people who’ve lived
in Didsbury for years are
unaware how pretty it is
behind the church. It’s almost
got the feeling of cloister
about it and you’ll often hear
musicians rehearsing and
performing as you take a
wander around the grounds.

A sculpture from The Spiritual
Walk in St James churchyard

If you’re up at the other end
of the village then please do
visit the churchyard of

St James. It’s absolutely
stunning and along with the
fabulous planting there are
a whole series of moving and
thought-provoking sculptures
to enjoy.
The wonderful thing about
a local parish church is that
it doesn’t belong only to the
members, but to everyone
who lives and works in the
community.
So consider yourselves
invited!
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One text changed
everything
Angie Stanton, Rector at St Elisabeth, Reddish, shares some
personal reﬂections about the year.
t was 2.30pm on 17 March,
and Rev Alison and I, along
with our team of helpers,
had just ﬁnished day two of
our ‘Experience Easter’ week.
The team had had a great time
gathering props, planning and
building our ‘stations’ and
practicing our scripts. We were
looking forward to a week
when groups of children
would pack St Elisabeth’s
church, and journey with
Jesus through the last week
of his life.

I

Then we received a text from
the Diocese – churches were
to close for public worship
with immediate eﬀect! The
remainder of the ‘Week’
was cancelled. We were
devastated – our ‘Experience
Easter’ props had to be tidied
away and the church doors
closed.
That wasn’t the only ChurchSchool activity that Covid19
interrupted. Spring term had
Home baked cookies made to
share at our Messy Meal.
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seen 35 Key Stage 1 and Key
Stage 2 children coming to
church after school for MiniMessy Mondays and learning
about the meaning of Jesus’
parables. We had made bread,
(yes, really) planted seeds,
built ‘houses’, and of course
broken bread together each
week. The truth is that until
March relationships between

the church and the children
had never been better.
Our monthly Sunday Messy
Church Communion was a
buzzing, happy place of
stories, crafts, worship and
sharing. Messy Church went
online, and families meet via
Zoom, but they were all
delighted – ﬁnally – to be

returning to get muddy in the
garden in October, and messy
in church in December –
socially distanced of course.
So during ‘Lockdown 1’ the
church was forced to meet
online, and I had to learn all
sorts of new skills. We
streamed Morning and
Evening Prayer on our
Facebook page (St Elisabeth’s
Church) every weekday –
and a Communion Service,
with lots of music and
contributions from parish
members, every Sunday. The
discipline and structure that
Morning and Evening Prayer
gave me has been a real
support during these topsyturvy, tricky months, and
many people have joined
us several times a week, as
we pray for individuals, our
community, our school, and
the world.
Streaming Sunday worship
enabled people from as far
away as Spain, Australia,
Canada and USA to re-connect
with St Elisabeth’s; those who
were ‘shielding’ or vulnerable
could join us in comfort; and
it encouraged some people
to learn how to use new
technologies to stay connected
to others rather than
experience the isolation that
so many people endured. Even
on our return to the church
building in August, we
continued to stream the

The ‘station’ built to represent Good Friday.

Sunday services, thanks to our
wonderful Warden Tony.

severing tendons in my right
hand, needing surgery, rehab
and ongoing treatment. Being
forced to slow down, I have
been blessed by the love and
support of so many people,
for which I am very grateful.

For many of our parish
‘lockdown’ has been
dreadfully isolating and
punishing; four of our regular
church family members have
We are so looking forward to
died; but we have learned the
being able to celebrate
importance of encouraging
Christmas in church (and
one another, and keeping in
online) and to being able to
touch by phone and email in
invite school children and
ways we did not do before.
families back regularly for
For me personally, this has
been a diﬃcult time; my lovely fun and worship in 2021.
mum died suddenly in June
after a short illness, and in
To find out more about the
parish, visit saintelisabeths.com
September I had an accident,
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Alexa McDonnell
is an ordinand at
St James and
Emmanuel

Beattitude
What an incredible year it has been.
Back in March never did I think
that’d we’d be still in the midst of
such an awful pandemic that will
make all of our Christmases look
so diﬀerent this year. In fact, most
of this year has been completely
diﬀerent to what most of us are
used to.
Instead, everything turned virtual
and things completely slowed
down. All of a sudden, we found
ourselves at home, binge watching
box sets, with our meals becoming
a reference point for knowing what
time of day it was. The way in
which we interacted with other
people changed. We protected and
loved one another by keeping two
metres apart, a one-way system
round the supermarket and having
to learn to smile with our eyes as
masks covered our faces.

Be
Belonging
Believing
Becoming
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Christmas is an incredibly
important and reﬂective time of
year. Just as our siblings of other
faiths have had to adapt their
religious celebrations this last year,
this festive season will be no
diﬀerent for Christians. However,
just because our usual traditions
will look remarkably diﬀerent this
year, it’s important to remember
that it’s the same baby’s birth that
we are celebrating, and that we
celebrate every year. This tiny baby

Let’s take this
time to reflect
and appreciate
those things that
remain constant.
boy changed the world forever,
bringing light and hope to the
darkness and brings the same light
and hope to the world today. This
amazing historical event that
happened all that time ago still
touches the hearts and lives of
people today.
While things are still changing,
I encourage you to remember those
things that are the same. The things
that remain your source of light
and hope and keep on clinging on
to those. Let’s take this time to
reﬂect and appreciate those things
that remain constant and stay
thankful for things that we’d
usually take for granted.
Whether this is a religious time for
you, where you’re reﬂecting on the
wonder of the birth that happened
in that stable all those years ago,
or a time to enjoy the festivities,
food and magic of Father
Christmas, I hope you ﬁnd peace
and comfort in that, that brings
light and hope to your life.

