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which everybody is cherished and challenged to fulfil their potential by
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Dear parents and carers,
Well, what a term! Following our very successful Ofsted visit last term, it is a fantastic feeling to say St
Wilfrid’s is officially a ‘GOOD’ school. As I have mentioned previously, thank you ever so much for all
your kind messages of support and also seeing how pleased you are as well. Can I also thank you all for
your messages and words of support following my completion of the Manchester Marathon. I did say to
the children and staff on Monday during worship time what an enjoyable experience it was, now it is all
over with! I have said never again, but you never know…..
Tuesday saw our annual PTA Easter event. This was a roaring success. The Easter bonnets in Nursery,
Reception, Year 1 and 2 cohorts were fantastic and stylish, together with a variety of egg designs from Key
Stage 2. The effort involved has been amazing! A huge thank you to all for the support in making the bonnets and egg designs, on the afternoon itself, both during the parade and for the tombola and all other activities after school. This couldn’t have gone ahead without our fantastic PTA who always work so hard to
ensure these events are successful and enjoyable for the children and you. THANK YOU!
Today we are saying goodbye to Mrs Peters, who is in Reception 2. She has taught many of the current
Year 1 children and also her own class and we will be sad to say goodbye. We wish Mrs Peters all the best
in her new role in Trafford.

Have a lovely and well deserved Easter break, Helena Miller

Year 6
This term has seen a great deal of hard work and diligence from everyone in Year 6. I’m truly impressed by the
maturity they have shown in their approach to revising for the SATs. It’s tough to spend so much time working on
Maths and English, especially in the afternoons.
However, I have seen real progress as a result and I
know that whatever happens in May, everyone will
have given their all and achieved as well as they
can. Away from revision, we have been learning all
about how light reflects in Science and in our
writing, we have been basing much of our work on
the topic of human rights and the rights of children.
In the attached pictures you can see the children
arranging different rights in order of their importance and investigating how light reflects from
mirrors. Happy Easter!

Year 5/6
In Science, we investigated how light reflects. We used coloured card,
torches and mirrors to find out how light reflects . We learnt the names
of the two rays: incident ray and reflected ray. We used different coloured card to see whether light would reflect better on the variety of
colours. We found that the black card showed the reflected light more
clearly.

Year 5 spent 3 days at Condover Hall. On the residential the children took
part in several exciting activities: Trapeze, Tunnelling, Ariel Treck, BuggyBuilding, Survival and Climbing. The children developed many skills, including making fires. They learnt to work as a team as well as demonstrate resilience! “I like the Trapeze because I developed my perseverance when
climbing the pole and felt huge relief when I jumped off!” (Rehoboth
Mhone)

Year 5
This term Year 5 have been on two fantastic trips.
In February, Miss Bartlett, Miss Clark and Year 5 had so much fun on the residential at Condover Hall. The children (and staff) enjoyed taking part in many
different activities: rock climbing, aerial trek, buggie building, trapeze, survival
and tunnelling. It was certainly a fun-packed 3 days! Here are a few pictures of
the activities that we took part in...

In April, we visited Manchester Airport for a maths workshop. Children had the opportunity to take on the role as
a check in desk agent, work out the cost of a holiday and work out how long flights would be delayed on a live
departure board. We also visited the old Air Traffic Control Tower to view the airfield and learn all about the operation from above . It was a fabulous day had by all!

Year 4
Year 4 have been focusing on refugees, and as part of this, the children have discussed the homelessness. This
issue was then highlighted again while watching Newsround. Year 4 felt very passionately about the growing
numbers of people who are having to sleep on the streets. One of the yellow homework tasks was to create a
box to donate to someone in need, it could have included food, toiletries, magazines etc.
Some of the children made donations to food banks, bought food (with their parents) to give to someone sleeping rough and brought in boxes filled with socks, biscuits, toothpaste, etc. These
boxes were then donated to Barnabus, a Christian charity based in Manchester.
Neil, a parent at St Wilfrid's and head of operations at Barnabus, personally
came in to make the collection and spoke to the children.
The children asked fantastic questions and found it very informative. Children
have set up a donation box in the class, which is now full with sleeping bags,
clothes and toiletries.
If you want to find out more about Barnabus, have a look at the website.
http://www.barnabus-manchester.org.uk

Year 3/4
Year 3/4 have been learning about some incredibly important world issues and I have been astounded by the children’s maturity and wisdom throughout the topics we have explored. Firstly, the topic of refugees has informed our writing in Literacy
and we focused on what a refugee was, considered why refugees may flee their homes and how this must feel. We also
learnt about the importance of Fairtrade to people all over the world and how the charity enables people to access their
basic rights. Our learning led us to creating pieces of drama to compare what a Fairtrade community would look like and
what a non-Fairtrade community would look like. We then raised money for the Fairtrade charity with a chocolate sale made
entirely from Fairtrade chocolates . We have continued to learn about children's rights and regularly discuss these and make
connections to the wider world - we are all becoming responsible global citizens. We have also been learning about other
parts of the world during our Geography topic, particularly Europe and Italy. We even went to Pizza Express to make our
own pizzas. Yummy! Finally, continuing from our learning last term, Year 3/4 received a letter back from Whitbread (a UKbased company who currently do not use sustainable palm oil) after the class had sent persuasive letters to the company to
encourage them to make more ethical choices. The letter thanked the class for their powerful letters and informed us that
they have made a commitment to using sustainable palm oil by next year. People power!

Year 3
This half term we have been learning about refugees through our class text ‘The Silence Seeker’. The children
have taken part in some very thoughtful discussions and produced some fantastic written work from the point of
view of the asylum seeker. We have really focused on our handwriting and presentation this half term and we
are very proud of our writing which is on display in the classroom.
We have also produced some superb artwork inspired by the city setting in the text. We drew 3D skyscrapers and
then used warm and cool colours to create contrast.
During Science week we carried out different investigations on the theme of ‘Journeys’ We tried to change the
shape of a bubble and launched bottle rockets. We had lots of fun!

Year 2
In Key Stage 1 we have all enjoyed using the text ‘My name is not Refugee’ in our Literacy work. The children now have
learnt and understood what life is like for children living as Refugees, where refugees come from and what life is like in their
countries. We have been amazed by their understanding and respect of racial equality. The way they have developed respect and tolerance of people no matter their race, background or culture has been beautiful to see.
Some of the activities we have carried out as extension of their Literacy work is:

We tasted some unusual foods, that looked
and tasted different from what we’re used
to. This is what it is like for Refugee children.
In Forest schools we made shelters for
animals that had to flee their homes.
We imagined they had now come to
live in our school grounds to be safe.

We made Worry Dolls out of foraged items and
yarn for Refugee children to share their worries
to. We had to work together and use problem
solving skills to achieve our finished dolls.

Year 1/2

Y1/2 have enjoyed helping the Early Years children look after 4 baby chicks that have recently hatched. We have
researched facts about chicks and have written instructions to tell the rest of the school how to clean them out.
We have also enjoyed creating our own adventure stories based around one of the chicks, thinking carefully
about where it might go and what mischief it might cause.

Year 1
Well done to Year 1 for their Celebration Assembly on Tuesday 2nd April. The children really enjoyed sharing their
learning with everyone. They all worked extremely hard to learn and remember their lines and I am really proud
of the confidence they showed when they spoke. Included in the assembly was art work that the children had
carried out for Science/RE topic ‘New life’. Here are a couple of the examples of the amazing observational drawings that were created.

Emily Parke

Abigail Oluleke

Oliver Keogh

Reception 1
We have had a busy term here in Reception One! We kicked off our learning with a focus on Sunflowers, exploring what happens from seed to plant.
Next, the Living Eggs arrived and we got to experience baby chicks hatching! We looked closely at
what chicks need to be safe and happy, wrote
our own life cycles and had a lovely cuddly time
with our little furry friends. In maths, we focussed on doubling and addition and we have
become stars at subitising! In between becoming
Suzie Superlearners, we spent a morning problem solving with our parents and carers, building
structures using spaghetti, marshmallows and
blue tac. We also made cakes to sell at our Red
Ted Cake Sale and raised £151! To end our term,
we celebrated in ‘all things Spring’ in our homemade Easter Bonnet Parade.

Reception 2
Take a look at some of our super learning moments over the last year. Mrs
Peters finished her final week with a
class tea party. The children were very
lucky to drink out of real China cups
and the weather was just glorious.

Nursery
This half term, Nursery have been celebrating the start of Spring and what better way to do this than watch real
chicks hatch and grow! The children were very brave handling the somewhat 'flighty' chicks and produced some
super artwork and writing based on their first-hand experiences.
In March, we held a 'Growth Mindset Workshop for parents and carers where we had to be 'Polly Problem Solvers. We worked together to create strong structures made out of spaghetti and marshmallows. Our motto was
'Even when it's hard we never give up!'
We are so proud of the way our Nursery children are continuing to develop and build up their resilience and independence and can't wait to see what Summer term has in store for us! A huge thank you to our parents and
carers for being so involved in their child's learning.

Sporting Achievements
Mrs Miller's Marathon for Mind!
A huge congratulations to Mrs Miller for running the Manchester Marathon on Sunday 7th April. A whopping 26.2 miles ran in 4
hours and 30 minutes. We are so unbelievably proud of Mrs Miller, she
has worked so hard. She has inspired any people to get into running!
Thank you to all the staff, parents and children who came to support
Mrs Miller on Sunday; you really helped her to persevere through the
tough challenge. She has chosen Mind (a charity who work hard to support Mental Health) and we have had many donations so far. The final
amount will be shared after half term. Thank you all so much for your
donations, these are greatly appreciated.

Music Achievements

Choir have been an absolute pleasure to
lead this term and have really started to
work together, as a successful choir should.
They are all excited about our performance
at church for the Easter service and had a
super time critiquing their performance in
their final rehearsal. We can’t wait to start
some new songs in the summer term. A big
thank you to them all for all their hard work,
it’s a real highlight of my week!!
Mrs Lovatt

Ethos Group Update (from Miss Clark)
The Ethos Group have also been extremely busy over the last few months designing
and creating our whole school prayer area.
The children decided what we should include in the area and came up with fantastic
ideas: a prayer box (designed by two Ethos Group members), a curtain (to make the
area more private), bright colours (to promote positivity), cushions (for comfort),
lights and calming music. I think we can all agree that the prayer area looks fantastic!
After our visit from OFSTED earlier this month,
the Ethos Group decided to make ‘compliment
cards’ for all the teachers at St Wilfrid’s. This was
a great way to promote positive staff well-being
and spread happiness.
It’s safe to say that staff loved the personal messages that the Ethos Group
had written, and it certainly made everyone smile! Mr Whitehead (our Executive Head Teacher) even wrote to the Ethos Group thanking them for their
kind words.

PSHE
Healthy Lifestyles: The Big Pedal Campaign 25th March – 5th April 2019
An amazing 63% of our school used human power to make their journey to school (on average over the 10 days).
We ended in position 332 out of 749 schools!
In the middle of the two weeks every child in school had the opportunity to head to the library for a ‘Read and
Ride’ experience. The children each got to use a set of pedals as they read a book (or for our younger pupils had
a story read to them).
Thanks to all the parents who made an extra special effort support over this fortnight. Let's hope children in our
school continue to make regular exercise a habit as they develop healthy lifestyles.

Sarah Cornthwaite’s Adventure Club
We had a special Easter themed Adventure Club discovering the events of Holy Week together. We explored and
wondered at the stories and shared what we knew together.
We then had an opportunity to connect with Jesus and his amazing love for each one of us! We decorated crosses and window sun catchers too!

A special message from Mrs Peters
I've had the most fantastic opportunity to lead an amazing Early Years team and I would like to share some of the
great successes we have had in our Early Years Department. Staff have worked relentlessly hard to ensure they
offer a calm and purposeful environment which is inspiring, innovative and children's ideas are central. From developing a love of the outdoors and our Super Learner approach, children's growth mind-set, well-being and their
ability to succeed has been our priority. I am sure that many of you have heard children chant our mottos at
home such as 'we never give up!' 'I can fix it!' and many more to reflect their resilience and determination. A
huge thank you for the great turn out from parents and carers who attended our recent workshop and very positive feedback. This was much appreciated and has been displayed in our parent celebration book on display.
I’ve had the pleasure to teach the current year 1 pupils who I know are reaching for the stars and I’ve been lucky
enough to know all 77 children across the Early Years phase. I am extremely proud to have developed relationships with your children, parents and staff that have supported me in my role, but will also remain lifelong
friends. As many parents and carers know, I am moving on to a new school to take up an exciting opportunity to
develop Early Years philosophy, so I would like to say thank you for sharing your little people with me every day
and supporting the Early Years team along the way. Your children's school is such a happy place and will remain
in my heart throughout my teaching career. Wishing you all a very HAPPY EASTER and a wonderful exciting journey ahead at St Wilfrid’s.
Mrs Peters
Early Years Phase Leader

